The following is a comparison as to what would happen in a situation where you have a Will versus a situation where there is no Will

	WILL
	NO WILL

	You are free to distribute assets to beneficiaries of his or her own choosing and upon the terms and conditions that he or she thinks best. 
	The assets are distributed in accordance with the laws of intestate succession (dying without a Will) which establishes an arbitrary and inflexible scheme of distribution. This distribution may differ substantially from the wishes of the deceased. 

	Can ensure that all assets pass to your spouse and then, on the spouses death, to the children in equal shares.
	The entire estate will not necessarily pass to the spouse. If there are children, they will be entitled to receive a portion of the estate in their own right provided the estate is worth a certain minimum value. 

	Can provide for the distribution of the estate to children at an age when you believe it to be in their best interest. 
	A child who has reached the age of majority (i.e. 18 years) is free to receive and spend his share of the estate as he or she wishes upon the death of the intestate. 

	You are free to provide for the future administration and management of the estate assets vested in the beneficiaries who are infants or individuals who are incapable of managing property. 
	No Provision is made for the future administration and management of the estate assets for such beneficiaries other than the payment into Court of such assets, or receipt of a Court Order setting out the ‘rules’ to be followed. 

	A provision can be made for the appointment of legal guardians in the event both parents die while one or more children are under the age of majority.
	Relatives will have to determine who the guardians should be in conjunction with the office of the Public Guardian and Trustee.

	Provides flexibility to allow for specific bequests to particular individuals – i.e. Family heirlooms, various charities, hospitals ect..
	Specific bequests can not be made. 

	Appoint executor and alternate executors of your own choosing. 
	An Estate Trustee is appointed by the court. 

	The executor takes his or her authority from the Will and it’s capable of dealing with the estate from the moment of death.
	The Estate Trustee cannot act until the court order has been granted by the court. This can be a source of anxiety for the family as estate assets cannot be used in the interim. 

	Allows you engage in tax planning and estate planning. 
	Does not allow for tax planning and estate planning.

	Provides for a quicker and more orderly administration of the estate and can also lower administration and legal fees.
	The estate may be left in legal tangle which could delay settlement and result in higher fees. 
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